Critique Essay
100 pts.
Description:
2-3 page critique of an essay in WRAC, plus MLA-format Works Cited entry
Skills:
Identifying how an author uses language, reasoning, and evidence to achieve a purpose for a particular audience
Due:
RD – 9/27 and FD – 10/7
Source:
“Fat and Happy: In Defense of Fat Acceptance” by Mary Ray Worley (WRAC 163-167)
Assignment:  This assignment asks that, in order to reach a better understanding of Worley’s essay “Fat and Happy: In Defense of Fat Acceptance”  you analyze how Worley uses language, reasoning, and evidence to make an argument and achieve a purpose for a particular audience.  

Strategies:

· Provide a brief summary of the article, including an explanation of [author’s] main claim.

· Once you have determined what Worley is arguing, use WA’s sections on “The Method,” “Uncovering the Assumptions,” “So What?” and “Logical Fallacies” to analyze how the author goes about doing so and what his or her purpose is for writing.

· Think about why the essay argues its point in this particular way. What would change if Worley had used different evidence, style, or words in making his or her case?

· Remember, your objective is to give your reader a better understanding of the essay, not to persuade him/her toward a certain way of thinking or course of action.

Critique Rubric

Introduction and Thesis
_______/20

Introduction provides background context that funnels into the thesis. 

Thesis delineates the work to be done and makes an analytical

rather than an argumentative claim.

Summary
_______/20

Summary is accurate, fair, organized, and concise.

Summary is effectively integrated into analysis as BP #1

7-10 sentences

No quotes

Analysis
_______/30

Analytical observations provide a deeper understanding of the article.

Student considers underlying assumptions as well as any use of logical fallacies

Analysis is based on textual evidence (quotes).

Student logically organizes the evidence and analysis.

Writing is efficient and meaning is clear.

Conclusion
_______/15

Student sets out the larger implications or significance found in analysis.

Student addresses “So What?” 

Student does NOT simply summarize the analysis.

Mechanics
_______/15

Citation style, grammar, spelling, language/diction, punctuation, integration of 
quotations, Work Cited, in-text citations, etc…

Total
_______/100

